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About

Capital Letter is an online
publication for the New Zealand
legal profession. It provides court
judgment summaries from the High
Court, Court of Appeal, Supreme
Court and Environment Court. It
also provides updates on
legislation, statutory reviews and
general reviews.

Capital Letter was founded in 1978
as a weekly print publication. In
2020 it transitioned to a real-time
digital format which can be
accessed anywhere, anytime from
any device. The editorial has been
broadened, and an eNewsletter is
delivered to subscriber inboxes
each weekday.

Judgments Express publishes all
judgments from the higher courts,
in a briefer format to Capital Letter.
A weekly eNewsletter is delivered
to subscribers inboxes once a week.

Freeman

The publisher of Capital Letter is
Freeman Media trading as
Freeman. The company is an
experienced and savvy
information services provider to
the New Zealand corporate
community, established in 2002
by Matt Freeman.

It specialises in online
subscription news and
information services for specific
business sectors, also publishing
a range of reports and maps, and
running industry events.

To learn more, visit
freemanmedia.co.nz
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Josh Riddiford, Editor — Capital Letter

Josh has a BA (Hons) in Political Science from
Canterbury and a Masters in Public Policy from
Victoria. He has worked as a journalist for a number
of years and also had a stint at the Ministry of Justice
in the Office of Treaty Settlements.

josh.riddiford@freemanmedia.co.nz
+64 21 356 654

Helen Bowen, Editor — Judgments Express

Helen is a criminal lawyer/legal writer who
specialises in therapeutic courts including Te Kooti
Rangatahi (Youth Court) and Te Whare Whakapiki
Wairua (the alcohol and other drug treatment
Court).

Her background is in legal writing, criminal defence
work and restorative justice consultancy.

+64 27 433 5845

Gavin Evans, Group Editor

Gavin started his career with the Evening Post in
Wellington in 1987. He has spent the past 27 years
in financial journalism, first with the NZ Press
Association, and then Bloomberg News, Energy News
and BusinessDesk prior to his current appointment.

gavin.evans@freemanmedia.co.nz
+64 27 433 5845
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Subscribers by category

W m Law firm
m Barristers & Solicitors

®m Government including courts
Corporate
m University

m Local government

m Non-governmental organisation
m Accountancy firm
= Crown entity

Channels

The Capital Letter website is the hub of real-time news and information relating to court judgment summaries from the
High Court, Court of Appeal and Supreme Court. It also provides updates on legislation, statutory reviews, general
reviews and much more.

Driving busy professionals to the website is important and the daily weekday eNewsletter does this with ease providing
headlines and teaser article text to drive click-throughs. Advertising options for both the daily eNewsletter and website
follow overleaf.

Au d ience Key legal professionals and decision-
makers read Capital Letter

Currently 440+ organisations subscribe to Capital Letter. Of these 56% are
law firms, 15% barristers and solicitors, 13% government organisations
and 4% corporate.

442 organisations subscribe

71% practicing law subscribers
The readership goes well beyond this base. For example, the Ministry of
Justice subscription is organization-wide and reaches the Supreme Court,
Court of Appeal, High Court, 58 District Courts, Coroners Court,
Environment Court, Employment Court and Maori Land Court. It also
includes the 29 tribunals, authorities and committees that the Ministry

5665 Capital Letter newsletter subscribers
6312 Judgments Express newsletter subscribers

Widespread Courts readership
Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, High

supports.

Court, 58 District Courts, Coroners Court,
Capital Letter is subscribed to by six libraries and eight universities. Environment Court, Employment Court and
Subscription copies at libraries are available to the public. Subscription Maori Land Court plus 29 tribunals
copies at universities are centred around law schools but often available authorities and committees

to the wider student base.
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Latest updates Thursday 5 February, 2026

The Law Association

Learn more @

Positive signs in DCJ's courtroom
practice, well-being forum

Daily eNewsletter

Ad specification,
layout & weekly prices

eNewsletter Top Banner
$800+gst per week

Size: 1520 X 240 pixels high
File type : Static gif, png, jpeg

eNewsletter Central Banner

Thu, 05 Feb 2026

| criminal practice | judges | audio-visual link | District [lourt |
The Law Association

Twenty judges from Auckland, North Shore, and Waitakere| district
courts will attend a forum next Tuesday on courtroom pracf ce and
criminal lawyers' well-being.
Barrister Julie Ann Kincade KC says prosecutors and defefce
lawyers are also expected, along with Legal Services and |he Public
Defence Service.
Kincade, convenor of the Law Association's criminal law ¢« nmittee,
adds the New Zealand Law Society and the Criminal Bar £[5sociation
to that list.

Read more

Find | ut more
CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OE INTEREST I: :]

FOR APPOINTMENT As A JU{ e e ]

Crown not appealing McSkimming
sentence

Thu, 05 Feb 2026

| appeal | objectionable content | children | appeal against
sentence | Crown Law | New Zealand Police | Independent Police
Conduct Authority | Solicitor-General

The Solicitor-General will not be appealing the sentence of former
Deputy Police Commissioner Jevon McSkimming - despite public
requests to do so, Crown Law says.

Briefs

« Latest RMA decisions

CPD Designed for Legal Professionals
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$600+gst per week
Size: 1520 X 240 pixels high
File type: Static gif, png, jpeg

Publication

Ads run for a week Monday 10am to
Monday 10am

Deadline for completed ad artwork is
Wednesday prior to publication

Ads on daily eNewsletter are static - ads on
news website are animated

Always check availability as we sell out

File sizes & settings

* Please optimise ad files. Set resolution to
72ppi and limit to 100kb file size

* Ads will be displayed at 50% of the size
settings shown beside each example

* Discuss ad requirements with our
advertising design team

eNewsletter Bottom Banner
$400+gst per week

Size: 1520 X 240 pixels high
File type: Static gif, png, jpeg

freeman.
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Recent comments =]

Recallofjudgment for applcant being.
‘completely surprised (1)
“The most kel siuation of complete
surprise would arise where 2 judge
decides 3 case on the basis of a point

Political motivation alleged by judge's counsel

udicislconduct  judges  NewZsalandFist  Disrict Court

The panelinquiring into Acting District Court Judge Ema Aitken's behaviour has.
decided to provisionally receive information her lawyer says suggests political
motivation in the case against her,

that was not.

David Jones KC said the information related to a meeting he attended where Attorney-
‘General Judith Collins KC was adamant New Zealand First Party leader Winston Peters
had told her back in 2024 the judge had called him "Winston" while caling him a ar

NZF party secretary admits letter parly
Inaccurate, but maintains judge was.
g )

s Howard has cieary never been a
Teduiardne o Denys whre, 00
misbehave, there are any number of
well-rounded.

Peters has denied saying this and says he never heard Judge Altken say that.

€

Angei regory
Thu, Fet 1 202

Panel told judge should have known
she was breaching constitutional ‘
obigations (1)

Seabed miner withdraws fast-track application

Puting all the other ssues to one side,
was surprised (o read that the Special
Consel advised the Panel that the eonmer

thresnold
Lucas Davies  Seabed mining company Trans-Tasman Resources has witharawn ts fast-track
application after providing 2 brief response 1o the dra decision released by the expert
(‘Warecommens 57 Panel that was considering its appiication to harvest iron sands off the coast of
S Taranaki
Columns

"We have decided to withdraw our application under the Fast-track Approvals Act
while we consider our future options," executive chairman Alan Eggers says.
Commerce Act changes -

key takeaways
Michael Tiley

Four ways the legal system
is failing people - as shown
in Lassnig v Zhou

Sarah Moon

The case for a quarrying
NES

*The decision reflects our disappointment by the draft decision to ecline the project
and the fact we strongly disagree with most of its assessments.

§

New bill to overturn HC ruling on backdated ACC payments

Accldent Compansation et 2001

Colin Willscroft
02026

o

Thy, Feb

Bal Matheson

For more help and less noise

Eric Crampton Social Securty Act 2018

retrospeciviy | HighCourt  Goverment

(rosamors 5 )

D)

Website

(— weekly prices
o

s Ad specification, layout

Search
Enter search keywords.

Features

Flexible in-house law work on the rise

The market for alternative legal services is growing rapi

need for cost-effective, flexible and agile legal support,
“NewLaw"

ariven by the

Helen Mackay, of Juno Legal in Wellington, and Prue Ty
‘Advisory in Auckland, have for close to a decade run pr
supporting in-house legal teams.

of SHIFT
ices pitched at

\ 4

Big Web Banner

$650+gst per week

Size: 1520 X 240 pixels high
File type: Animated gif

e estues 5 )

Web Tile

$500+gst per week

Size: 600 X 500 pixels high
File type: Animated gif

Property Crime

Costs outstripping funding - Pepper-spraying woman
MoJ ‘who gave thumbs-down
Angela Gregary unlawful - IPCA
Far-reaching action will be required ~ Angela Gregory.

o ensure the ongoing affordabilty

of the country's court system, says
the Ministry of Justice.

A police officer overreacted to 2
thumbs down" gestur
passing motorist and umawml\y
pepper soraved her

—

- ~

orscoumns > )
& >) The Government has introduced a new bill to overturn a High Court
benefits and backdated ACC paymens.

ision regarding

Upcoming events

“The eight-clause Ly
Income) Amendment il

Thu, 19 Feb ‘was introduced to the House on 17 February.

+ The Law Association: High Court

“The bill seeks to confirm the longstanding policy intent underpinning the Ministry of
Rules Changes

Social Development's approach to backdated Accident Compensation Corporation
- The Law Association: Central payments and charging income against past periods.
Auckland Lawyers Lunch

I October, the High Court found 2 MSD could not retrospectively require people to
pay back supplementary assistance folowing back payment of ACC weekly
compensation.

- NZLS CLE: New Zealand
Charities - essential update for

q Greta Yeoman

(reasmors
+ NZLS CLE: Asset Protecton o ey (
Update 2026
+ ILANZ: MAS X ILANZ New Year
Catch Up - Auckiand ‘
Fri, 20 Feb -
. NzLs Netson sranch: Firstorne. POOK fine for unconscionable trading
e, 24 Feb Tech Vault Enterprises has been fined 60,000 for unconscionable conduct that
. involved repeated unsolicited sales calls to an elderly woman suffering from dementia.
+ NZLS CLE: Lawyer for Susiect
person The fim, which raded a5 HouseSile, was aiso ordered to pay $7500 for emtional
« The Law Association: Avoiding harm.
Pifalls on Business Sales The case was one of two recently brought by the Commerce Commission in its first
+ NZLS GLE: Residents’ Societis _proceecings aleging uncanscionable conduct under the Fair Trading Act 1986,
Wed, 25 Feb> Comission deputy chair Anne Callnan says the sentence sends a srong message
. N2 ot Association A chat witn _ (ha hl sort of commercial conduct wil be treated extremely sorously.
Vanushi Waters Gavinvans pu—
Thu, Feb 19 2026 | Jeamore

2)

P

EVIDENCE: COHEN v R

criminalcontion  appeal sononcing | propensity ovidence  Santoncing Act 2002 Evidonco Act2006  istorcal abuse

Courtot Appes
In COHEN v R [2026] NZCA 6 12 per Courtney, Powell and Cull JJ (4/2/2026), Mr C
e e . .

Mr C was convicted in a Distrct Court (DC) jury tial on 18 charges and sentenced to
six years and six months' imprisonment.

Mir C appealed against the convictions and sentence on the grounds  miscarriage of
justice had occurred by the admission of unfairly prejudicial propensity evidence at his
tial and that the end sentence was manifestly excessive, as a result of the cumulative.
sentencing approach and a starting point which was oo high.

@

Your source
for specialist
legal book

Joanne Emery

-
Thu, Feb 19 2028,

'Plausible’ judge didn't recognise NZ First signage or Peters'
voice - neuroscientist

udgos

News briefs

+ Two new diplomatic uciial conduct | peychclogy | New ZeaandFirst  Disrict Court
appointments
« New bill o disestablish MIE

+ New English language bill
SL2026/5: Education

Itis "entirely plausible" acting District Court Judge Ema Aitken did not recognise a
New Zealand First banner at the Northern Club or party leader Winston Peters' voice,
says a cognitive neuroscientst

Professor Paul Michael Corballs today testified at the hearing ino Judge Altken's
benaviour at the club on 22 November 2024 when she made comments during a
speech by Peters.

(Domestic Student: Primary and
Secondary Education) Notice
2026

« Latest RMA decisions

« SL2026/4: Immigration
(Certificate, Warrant, and Other
Forms) i

She accepts she was ruds but denies yelling and says a the time she did not know
she was reacting to a comment from Peters, then Deputy Prime Minister, who was
speaking at an NZ First function

2020 [ e (CED)
. 4 202613 versas

et

rooaions 2038

MEDICINES: PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR
TRANSGENDER HEALTH v MINISTER OF HEALTH

Investment (National Interest
Test and Other Matters
Amendment Act 2025
Commencement Order 2026

- 512026/
(Allowance) Order 2026

« Glazebrook J appointed acting

Courtot ooes

The media kit pricing is for casual

advertisers. Annual advertisers attract

significant discounts and benefits.
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Skyscraper

$500+gst per week

Size: 320 X 1200 pixels high
File type: Animated gif

« PROPERTY LAW: ALEXEEV v Author.
ZHoU

+ National, Labour co-sponsor
modern slavery bill

+ PROPERTY LAW: ROIALL v
scott + SENTENCING: R v DAVIS

e —
(raosrms 5 (o cme > )

Commercial Public

$60K fine for MEDICINES:
unconscionable trading PROFESSIONAL

Gavin Evans ASSOCIATION FOR

Tech Vault Enterprises has been T RANSGENDER HEALTH v
fined $60,000 for nconsdoneie MINISTER OF HEALTH
conduct that involved repeated P

nsoliced sales cas to an oiderty
woman suffering ...

+ CREDIT CONTRACTS &

In PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR TRANSGENDER HEALTH
AOTEAROA INCORPORATED v

MINISTER OF HEALTH 12026] NZCA
ASB BANK 8 per Palmer J (5/2/2026), the
Professional

+ ComCom brings first

« HEAUI
COMPETENCE ASSURANCE: AV

Morscommercial 5 )
< PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
COMMITTEE

JupiciaL
REVIEW/IMMIGRATION: V v
MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION

(oropunic >)

CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF
INTEREST FOR

APPOINTMENT AS A JUDGE
OF THE DISTRICT COURT

Y

Findoutmore | @R
W

Popular

Recent Today Top rated

+ Legal 500 NZ rankings for 2026 released

+ NZF party secretary admits letter partly inaccurate, but maintains judge
was yeling

+ Panel told judge should have known she was breaching constitutional
obligations

inthe 3 ¥ upt
+ MP's diary note given as evidence in judicial conduct hearing

+ Only one NZ law school in top 175 of Times rankings

+ Recall of judgment for applicant being ‘completaly surprised’

+ ‘Plausivle judge didn't recognise NZ First signage or Peters’ voice -

neuroscientist

Atorney-General  Commerce Commission  Court of Appeal

Department of nternal Afsis  Distict Court  Employment Court

Employment Reltions Authority  Environment Court  Government

High Court  ianaRevenue Mty or rimary nustries

Ministry for

Minstry

Minisry of Health  Ministry of Justce  New Zealand Law Society

New Zealand Police  Pariament  Supreme Court

((oreorgrisatons >

207 ANNUAL

MASTERCLASS

mas
Gl

Advertising enquiries

jeannie.stirling@freemanmedia.co.nz or
+64 22 105 6807

freeman.
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Sponsored Email Campaign

An exclusive one-time email send distributed by Freeman Media to our entire B2B or
B2C Capital Letter database of readers and decision makers.

Benefits include;

* One off access to email our qualified subscriber base
* Direct readers to your own website and landing pages
* Reach more businesses and organisations in a short period of time

Limited availability. Subject to strict criteria and approval.

One-off Sponsored Email Campaign is priced at $5500 and reaches 5700+ unique
subscribers on our newsletter list.

For more information, please contact Jeannie.

Contact

Jeannie Stirling
Advertising
jeannie.stirling@freemanmedia.co.nz
+64 22 105 6807

Published by
freeman.

www.freemanmedia.co.nz

L4, 85 The Terrace
PO Box 24349
Wellington, New Zealand

CPD Designed for Legal Professionals

Court decisions and summaries Legislation

Political motivation alleged by judge's counsel
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had told her back in 2024 the judge had called him “Winston* while caling him a ar.

Peters hos denied saying this and says he never heard Judge A

say that.
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