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DECEMBER MEETING – 2025  
 

Date: Wednesday 3 December 2025 Venue: Te Wharewaka o Pōneke 
2 Taranaki Street, Wellington Central 
(on the Whairepo lagoon, near Te Papa) 
and online 

Time: 1.30pm – 5.00pm  

MC: Tamara Linnhoff – MBIE  

 
  

1.00pm Doors open: Registration and networking – tea and coffee 
 
1.30pm Welcome from the MC | Tamara Linnhoff – manager, electricity markets policy, Ministry of 

Business, Innovation & Employment, New Zealand 
 

1.35pm Demand forecasting trends: Lessons from global markets for New Zealand’s evolving 
energy landscape 

 As New Zealand’s power system evolves with greater penetration of embedded generation, 
battery storage, demand response, and less predictable weather, traditional forecasting 
approaches are being redefined. 

In this session, Yes Energy will explore cutting-edge demand forecasting trends emerging in 
global power markets and their implications for New Zealand. They will discuss topics such as 
ensemble and residual demand forecasting and how these methods can enhance decision 
making in a rapidly changing grid environment. 

Mark Todoroff – sales manager APAC and 
Nick Wilson – forecast analysis manager APAC, Yes Energy 

 

1.55pm Nova Energy update 

Charles Teichert – general manager commercial & strategy, Nova Energy 

David Viviers – GM wholesale & trading, Nova Energy 

 

2.15pm Panel | Why import LNG? 

With domestic gas supplies declining and hydro generation under pressure during dry years, the 
Government is advancing plans to import liquefied natural gas (LNG) as a strategic backup.  

A recent feasibility study, commissioned by major gentailers and Clarus, concluded that LNG 
importation is technically viable, albeit with significant cost and infrastructure challenges. The 
Frontier Economics review takes a more cautious stance – recommending structural reforms 
over LNG investment – a view the Government has rejected in favour of progressing with a 
competitive procurement process for an import facility – possibly by 2027.  

This panel explores the market implications of LNG importation. 

Agenda 
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Panelists: 
Nathan Turner – head of energy procurement, Fonterra 
Tania Palmer – general manager generation, Meridian 
Tim Boyce – head of wholesale markets, Contact 
Simon Craddock – chief executive, Port Taranaki  
Facilitated by: Alan Young – associate director, Enerlytica 

 

3.00pm Afternoon networking break – Tea, coffee, and a snack 
 

3.30pm Market Update | Futures – electricity 
Ian Waddell – manager | energy and commodities, ASX 

 
3.35pm Keeping the light on | Huntly + Tiwai demand response + contingent storage + some gas:  

Are they enough to keep the lights on? 
The Government is considering LNG imports. We take a critical look at whether additional gas 
would be required if Huntly has coal and biomass, some legacy gas is available for electricity 
generation, Tiwai flexes demand, and contingent storage is routinely available in Lake Pukaki. 

  Greg Sise – executive chairman, Energy Link 

 

3.55pm Panel | Intervention review 

The Government and sector regulators have been busy this year implementing and announcing 
a range of coordinated interventions to strengthen electricity security of supply, maintain 
affordability, and support a competitive market. What do our experts think? Is enough being 
done currently to provide stability, encourage investment, and keep the playing field level? 
Panelists: 
Karen Boyes – executive director, Major Electricity Users’ Group 
Stephen England-Hall – chief revenue officer, Genesis 
Hayden Glass – GM, wholesale and supply, Electricity Authority 
Phil Squire – fair energy manager, Toast Electric 
Facilitated by: James Tipping – GM market strategy / regulation, Vector 

 

4:40pm Transpower Security of Supply update 

This update will provide a look-back at how the market and power system performed with 
record low inflows heading into winter 2025. A look-forward to winter 2026 will provide an 
energy and capacity outlook along with some of the key risks from Transpower’s latest 
quarterly Security of Supply outlook. 

Ramu Naidoo – market operations manager, Transpower 

 

5.00pm Wrap up and networking drinks 

 
New to the forum and want to attend? Email us at events@freemanmedia.co.nz 


